
Safe step in numbers
Matthew Hastings, Year 6C
Bentley Park College

ON Friday, May 23, our Prep to 
Year 6 Physical Education 
teacher Mr Poropat led the 
Bentley Park College “Walk 
Safely to School Day” walk.

There was a good turnout,
despite the rain. 

The students and parents
walked down Bicentennial Rd 
from Fretwell Park, before 
turning down McLaughlin Rd 

and then across the pedestrian 
crossing to school.

Students had a lot of fun 
doing the walk, arriving at
school very happy.

Year 6 student Chris said:
“It was fun to walk to school.”

Bentley Park College does
the walk every year.

It keeps the students fit and
healthy, while enjoying 

themselves. It also lets the 
teachers interact with the 
students. 

Younger kids are allowed to
walk with a parent or older 
brother or sister.

This year we walked with 
the school-based police 
officer, who stopped the cars 
from going around the corner 
for us on the way.

WALKING IN THE RAIN: Bentley Park College’s ‘Walk Safely To School Day’.
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Students put best foot forward for national campaign

■ Kelly Bell

Students in Port Hedland let
their feet do the talking during Na-
tional Walk Safely to School Day
activities.

About 50 students from St Ceci-
lia’s Catholic Primary School were
joined by school staff and parents

for a walk from the Port Hedland
Yacht Club to the school grounds
last month.

It was the second year the school
had participated in the national
initiative, with this year’s contin-
gent of students mostly from pre-
primary to Year 2.

National Walk Safely to School

Day aimed to encourage parents
and students to stay active by en-
gaging in physical activity every-
day while also teaching youngsters
to be aware of road safety.

After their walk, students were
treated to a breakfast of cereal,
food and juice provided by the
school’s Parents and Friends Asso-

ciation. St Cecilia’s sports and
house co-ordinator Lyn Poharama
said the event was a great success.

She said with winter having ar-
rived in Hedland, bringing with it
cooler weather, it was a great time
of the year for parents and children
to leave the car at home and walk to
school together.

St Cecilia’s Catholic Primary School students take part in National Walk Safely to School Day. Picture: Kelly Bell
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Kids walking
safely to school

IN May students
participated in the "Walk
Safely to School Day".

The school bus driver
and parents dropped
the students at the
Milawa Cheese Factory
and then all students
walked together to school
accompanied by the
teachers.

Organisers said it was

fantastic to have most of
the school putting in the
effort to walk to school.

The national event
encourages all primary
school children to walk and
commute safely to school.

It is a community event
seeking to promote
road safety, health,
public transport and the
environment.

WALKING TOGETHER: Students Charlotte Tilbrook
(left) and Lucy Gardner (right) lead the way, as the
school community Walk Safely to School Day.
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A walk keeps
children safe
and healthier
By LOGAN ELLIS and
ASHLEIGH NEILSON

THIS year students at St John’s
Primary School, Lambton, took to
the sidewalk in the hope of raising
awareness of road safety and health
issues when they participated in
Walk Safely To School Day on
Friday, May 23.

The day involves primary school
children from all over Australia
walking to school from home,
instead of being driven.

Studies have shown that less than
half of primary school children who
live within 15 minutes of school
actually walk there. When those chil-
dren were asked how they would
prefer to get to school, 75 per cent said
they would rather walk. Year 6 stu-
dent, Noah Guest, who walks to school,
said: “It would be a waste to drive to
school when you live so close.”

Recognised nationally, Walk Safe-
ly To School Day also raises aware-
ness of health issues affecting con-
temporary society. Today, over one
in four children is overweight or
obese. According to Joshua Cohen,
the school project officer for NSW
Hunter New England Population
Health, “This trend will only
increase in the future unless there
are significant changes made to
children’s physical activity levels.”

An app that tracks a walker’s
speed, and time and distance, and
developed for Walk Safely to School
Day, is available for download.

GOING THE DISTANCE: St John’s
Primary students walk safely to
school. Picture: Jessica Hay
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Road safety, health
advice at Curlewis

CURLEWIS Public School pupils 
have been learning about road 
safety and the importance of exer-
cise for heart health in recent weeks.

The children took part in the Walk 
Safely to School Day and immersed 
themselves in a colouring competition, 
with the winning entries from each class 
on display in the office foyer.

The Heart Foundation Jump Rope 
for Heart is renowned for being one of 
Australia’s most popular physical activity 
and fund-raising programs in schools, 
including Curlewis Public, where the 
children enjoyed a visit from Kane 
Radford. 

The children had been practising the 
skills that Kane taught them during sport 
and playtimes, with the Heart Founda-
tion providing new skipping ropes and 
teacher resources.

Since the inception of Jump Rope for 
Heart more than 30 years ago, around 90 
per cent of all Australian schools, involv-
ing 8 million school children have par-
ticipated in this fun and active program. 

CURLEWIS Public School’s Star of 
the Week Peter McCormack.

WINNING entries in the Walk Safely to School Day competition on display in 
the school foyer at Curlewis Public School.

CURLEWIS Public School merit award winners Colton Bullen, Sybella Thom-
son, Justin Thomson, Bailey Quetcher and Taleah Haddow.
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POLICE ESCORT: Local police assisted a group of Our Lady of the River
Primary School students recently when they participated in National 
Walk Safely to School Day.
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Cuts are hurting
REGARDING “Walk in unison”,
(Leader, June 3), what absolute 
hypocrisy that Higgins Federal
Liberal MP Kelly O’Dwyer is
walking with children to school 
to teach them the benefits of the 
Walk Safely to School Day and
promote road safety, health,
public transport and the
environment, when her 
government is doing everything 
to pull apart these institutions.

Then I turn over the page to
read that the same Federal
Government is dismantling 
youth services by cutting 
$125,000 in support to the
Prahran Adventure Playground
(“Budget axe chops into youth 
service”, Leader, June 3).

To think Kelly O’Dwyer has a
sense of caring and nurture
when she is part of a

government whose primary
objective is to tear apart 
community institutions, is
incorrect. How about she
spends some time with the
people affected by the cuts to
affordable housing, education
or our health system?

MICHAEL SCOTT, via email

Federal MP Kelly O'Dwyer with
Solway Primary School students.
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Walk to school day a healthy hit for students

Scottville State school children enjoyed participating in the Walk Safely to School Day - an annual, national event when all primary school children are encouraged to walk
and commute safely to school. It is a community event seeking to promote road safety, health, public transport and the environment. The children enjoyed a wonderful 
healthy fruit breakfast on arrival at the school. Picture: Supplied
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Tom’s 
legacy
Out of the grief over losing their four-year-old son Tom in 
a road accident, Michelle and David McLaughlin have 
begun a road safety foundation and they’re calling for 
the support of the community. Full report, page 5

Picture: Virginia Young

WEST CHATSWOOD

All in the name of Tom
MCLAUGHLINS CAMPAIGN FOR HOLIDAY ROAD SAFETY IN HONOUR OF THEIR SON 
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Danielle Nicastri

THE parents of a boy who
died after being run over
while holidaying on the Cen-
tral Coast have spoken out
since the accident in Janu-
ary, with news of their new
road safety foundation.

West Chatswood’s
David and Michelle
McLaughlin said they
were channelling their
grief into starting a holi-
day road safety foun-
dation in honour of their
son, Tom, who would have
turned five on Saturday. 

Named the Tom
McLaughlin Road Safety
Memorial Foundation, or
Little Blue Dinosaur, its logo
features the T-rex drawing
their son often drew in his
favourite colour, blue.

“Following the accident,
we are still grieving but we
felt that Tom was so charis-
matic and was going to
achieve so much in his life,
we felt it was our duty to
start up a foundation for him
so his name could achieve
good things,” Mrs McLaugh-
lin said.

“It is one way of caring for
him and every day we’re
working on it.

“If you see there’s a prob-
lem, you need to do all you
can to rectify it; I would hate
for anyone else to suffer the
way we do every day.” 

Through the foundation,
Mr and Mrs McLaughlin
said they were hoping to
emulate the success of
school safety zones, in holi-
day areas similar to McMas-
ters Beach, where they lost
their son.

“(Pedestrian Council of
Australia chief executive)
Harold Scruby’s focus is on
school zones but no one is
looking at this,” Mr
McLaughlin said.

“He’s done very well with
school zones so we would
like to do a similar thing
with holiday time initia-
tives.” 

The couple felt “compelled
to act” ahead of the Easter
school holidays and success-
fully introduced colourful,
new road safety signage
around McMasters Beach in
time for the popular family
holiday period.

“We initiated contact with
Gosford Council in April
about the need for signage
because the holidays were
fast approaching and their
response was terrific,” Mr
McLaughlin said.

Mrs McLaughlin said
many other communities on
the Central Coast also ex-
pressed interest in the sig-
nage program for Christmas.

“We couldn’t bear it if a

similar situation happened
again,” she said.

She said “extraordinary”
support from their commun-
ity helped pull the family
through the past difficult
five months including Tom’s
preschool KU Chatswood
West Preschool.

“There are times where
we have been exhausted and
all our friends have got in
and helped us,” she said.

“It’s extraordinary the
care and support we have re-

ceived with people offering
their services and telling
friends and those friends
have been contacting us,
asking what they can do.”

‘‘
... we felt it was
our duty to start

up a foundation for 
him so his name could 
achieve good things.
– Michelle McLaughlin

HOW TO HELP
� Visit:facebook.com/�

littlebluedinosaur 
� Email:info@littleblue�

dinosaur.org
� Bookmark the website �

currently under construction:
littlebluedinosaur.org
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David and Michelle McLaughlin have begun a foundation in their late son’s name. 

Picture: SAM RUTTYN

back

Copyright Agency licensed copy
(www.copyright.com.au)

North Shore Times, Sydney
18 Jun 2014, by Danielle Nicastri

General News, page 1 - 1,032.00 cm²
Suburban - circulation 72,698 (--W-F--)

ID 265497732 PAGE   3 of 3



J
mtONAJL T IMES

Luke Kenny
Principal

It has been a busy fortnight. Students in years 10-12 have
been to Adelaide for the Careers Expo Trip. This gives
them the opportunity to visit universities and speak to
people about possible future pathways. It is also a great
chance for students and teachers to get to know each
other on a more personal level. Thank you to Mr Maurice
Saah, Miss Nichole Runge and Nadine Lewis for their
work with students during this time.

A thank you also goes to Mr Andy Wooden, Pearl Austin,
Leroy Boland and Ben Buller for their time during the
Aboriginal Power Cup Trip as part of the SAASTA
Program. From speaking to the students, it was a
wonderful trip, with many lasting memories.
Congratulations to Evanna Williams for her winning
guernsey design.

Walk safely to school day was a wonderful success with
over 50 students and some families walking to school.
Thank you to all who participated.

It has come to the attention of the leadership team that
there have been some bullying issues recently. Leadership
are currently working with some students to get to the
bottom of these problems. It is essential that if you know
about any problems with your child experiencing bullying
directly or even witnessing events that you contact the
school. We will not tolerate bullying and would appreciate
any information to help us to stamp this out from our
school.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank our
wonderful school counsellors Mrs Geri Prizzi and Mr
Daniel Botten. They have both been a huge support to
staff and students, especially this week in response to
some very sad news within our community.

The care and support they have shown towards both
students and staff and the extra counselling they have
given is greatly appreciated. This will continue to be
available for staff and students for as long as it is needed.
If you would like any support please contact the school
for further information.

I would like to extend my deepest sympathies to all families
affected during this difficult time.
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Healthy option
WALK Safely to School Day combines healthy
lifestyle options and road safety education.

Muswellbrook’s St James’ Primary School
recently encouraged students and their 
parents to take part in combined strolls to
school.

Students Anna Lloyd, Mia Dial and Samuel
Carr, Fletcher Dial and Riley Carr (pictured)
met with teacher Laura Wells up near
Highbrook Park in Muswellbrook to walk
together to school.

While they are walking, students are getting
fresh air and exercise, as well as showing how
well they know the road rules.

Once they arrived at school they were served
a healthy breakfast to make sure they had the
best possible start to the day.
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Kylie Moroney
and daughter

Min outside 
St Dominic’s

College at
Kingswood.

For our 
kids’ sake: 
throw the 
book at 
leadfoots

EXCLUSIVE
BEN PIKE

IT’S the state’s most dangerous
school zone, with three drivers a
week caught breaking the limit by
more than 20km/h.

Nearly 138 leadfoots have been
caught outside St Dominic’s Col-
lege, Kingswood, since July.

Among those, four were
clocked doing more than 30km/h
over the speed limit, while in the
previous year one driver was
caught doing more than 85km/h
in the 40km/h zone.

Figures from the Office of
State Revenue show the number
of drivers caught in the zone
through Parker St and Northern
Rd is nearly double the next most-
fined school zone.

Michael Ronchetti, the princi-
pal of St Dominic’s, said student
safety was paramount and people
needed to slow down. 

“It’s of huge concern to us
because a number of our students
cross over there at the lights and

obviously we want to see that
drivers are going to the speed
limit,” he said. 

“If they were over by 10km/h
then, yeah, but 20-plus does sur-
prise me. 

“There’s a fair amount of traffic
that goes past there.” 

Kylie Moroney’s 12-year-old
son Tyran attends St Dominic’s
and her seven-year-old daughter
Min is at a school nearby.

“If people don’t have kids from
the area they just don’t care,” Mrs
Moroney, 34, said. 
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“It’s so concerning. People just
need to slow down.” 

An eight-year-old boy
knocked down in a Penrith school
zone last month was among six
children hit by cars in Sydney in a
single week.

The state government has
raised $20.5 million from school
zones so far this financial year and
is on track to eclipse the $20.8m
record set the previous year.

Every school zone speed cam-
era in the top 10 in terms of rev-
enue raised is on a major road. 

The Pedestrian
Council of Australi
chairman Harold Scrchairman Harold Scr
said a small group of m
ists were paying no att
to speed limits.

“The law is ob
being flouted in the
where they have even
cameras, so what’s hap
all the other 99 per 
zones which don’t 
cameras?” he said.

“Most people s
through these speed
are happy to do it.

‘‘But there are a
motorists who don’t 
about our children.

“The only way to c
behaviour is to hit them
mobile speed cameras

Vigilantes set fire
speed camera in Wate
this month, causing th
dollars worth of dama

The McEvoy St spe
camera has raised 
million since it was 
December 2010.

THE TOP 5 SCHOOL 
ZONE CAMERAS

  School zone Offences Fines

  Parker St, Kingswood...............138.....$81,774  

  Princes Hwy, Kogarah...............75..... $41,949  

  Pittwater Rd, Narrabeen............64....$36,108  

  Pacific Hwy, Gateshead.... .... ....56....$29,736  

  Victoria Rd, Rydalmere .... .... .... 54 .... $28,674  
For 2013-2014 financial year
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ANDREW PARKINSON

Scores of people made the most of

M h ’ Day to take in

 different things.”
Ms Lindsay, from Aberglasslyn, said

the market had delivered something for

everyone.
h at 7am

Good vibes
at markets:
stallholder

SUCCESSFUL DAY:  Stallholders Wayne and Jill Heggie. 

NICK BIELBY

Despite recent problems  in the
Rutherford shopping precinct,  a flick
through the pages of the Mercury dur-
ing the past month shows the positive
contributions that the people who live
and work in Rutherford make to the
wider community.

Last week, Rutherford Technology
High School student Jade Snoeck
made it to the finals of the world’s
largest short play festival for young
people, Fast and Fresh Theatre, for an
original play she wrote about a dream.

Meanwhile, 14-year-old director
Callie Bercini’s film Invasion was one
of 34 Australian animated features to
make the cut in the prestigious Little
Big Shots Festival in late May. 

The film also features Callie’s
younger sister Tegan.

In sport, Aberglasslyn sisters
Kalista (15) and Jannali (11) Hunter
have been busy training on the foot-
ball pitch to represent their schools at
regional level. Both girls are also part
of the Emerging Jets program.

Students from St Paul’s Primary
School in Rutherford promoted
pedestrian safety to mark this year’s
Walk Safely To School Day, while
Rutherford Public School students
celebrated healthy eating as part of
Food Revolution Day.

Courtyard Market stalls at
Rutherford Shopping Centre have
proven a success recently and
Rutherford Red Cross marked the
charity’s centenary.

CLASSIES 1300 888 005
PHONE 4931 0100                                                          

   

Mercury the Maitland

I N F O R M I N G  T H E  H U N T E R  S I N C E 1 8 4 3

Wednesday, June 18, 2014 www.maitlandmercury.com.au

Students
prove a hit
at festival

�

�

�

�BUILDING
UR

EMMA SWAIN

There’s more than a touch

of irony attached to Jade

Snoeck’s latest theatrical

offering.
Seated in the middle of a

theatre the burgeoning play-

wright fell asleep and

dreamt about a young girl

lost in a coma.
When the Rutherford

Technology High School

drama ensemble student

awoke, the idea for Pinkie

Promise had been created.

Jade’s play – along with

Ashley Fry’s debut produc-

tion Leftovers – made the

finals of Fast and Fresh

Theatre, the world’s largest

short play festival for young

people, with Fry’s work

 taking out Best Play for her

school.
“This is a play about a

young girl who slips into a

coma after a car crash and

her father (who has passed

away) tries to convince her

come with him,” Jade, 17,

said. 
“In the end you are left

with the mother and the long,

slow beep of the machine.

continued page 2 DREAMTIME:  Rutherford Technology High School students Ashley Fry, 14, and Jade Snoeck, 17.   

Wednesday,  June 11, 2014

KOOKABURRAS WO

Aussies
qualify for
semi-finals 

Email: josh.callinan@fairfaxmedia.com.au
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Maitland’s Bird and White prepare to don rep jerseys

FOOTBALL 
Josh Callinan

The World Cup might be just around the cor-

ner but these footballing sisters won’t have

much time to take in all the action from Brazil.

The Hunter girls, Kalista and Jannali, of

Aberglasslyn have one of the busiest imagina-

ble months coming up with tournaments across

the state.
Kalista, 15, kicks things off next week at the

NSW All Schools Championships in Miranda

after the Year 10 student at Rutherford

Technology High made the NSW Combined

High Schools (CHS) squad from trials in

Armidale last month.

A week later Jannali, 11, will play for Hunter

at the NSW Primary Schools Sports

Association Championships at Tomaree and

she will be joined by fellow Maitland products

Josie Morley and Ainsley Childs.

Jannali and Hunter schools teammate Josie

will then represent a Northern NSW under-13

squad at the National Championships at Coffs

Harbour in early July.

Kalista will then hopefully retain her posi-

tion in the Newcastle Jets squad for the National

Training Camp (NTC) held at the Australian

Institute of Sport in Canberra in August.

In the meantime, Kalista and Jannali will

both continue their commitments with the

Emerging Jets program.

Kalista with the under 18s as part of the

Northern NSW Women’s Premier Le

which includes a top-of-the-table show

with Adamstown and her NSW CHS coac

Wilson away on Sunday, while Jannali is e

ing her first season with the under 11s afte

years with the Hunter Valley Hawks unde

And of course this entails plenty of tr

with the girls part of a combined seven

sessions a week.
It comes down to a simple passion fo

ball. “I love everything about it,” Jannali

JET SETTERS

Talented sisters
tackle huge 

football schedule

LOVE OF THE GAME:
Aberglasslyn sisters Kalista and

Jannali Hunter have a busy month of

representative football ahead.  
Picture by STUART SCOT

JOSH CALLINAN

Maitland products Greg Bird and Nic White

were yesterday announced in the NSW rugby

league and Australian rugby union teams respec-

tively.
Bird arrives back with the Blues after missing

the State of Origin opener against Queensland

through suspension while White retains his posi-

tion as halfback after the Wallabies first up Test

win against France on Saturday.

Bird was desperate to make it back for NSW as

they stand one win away from their first series tri-

umph against Queensland since 2005 following a

dramatic 12-8 victory against the Maroons at

Suncorp Stadium on May 28.

Another win in the annual interstate best-of-

three series would also signal a breakthrough for

Bird, a West Maitland junior who has played 14

Origin matches since debuting in 2007, and Blues

coach Laurie Daley had no hesitation in slotting

the Gold Coast Titans captain into the starting side

at lock with Blues skipper Paul Gallen shifting to

prop for game II at ANZ Stadium next Wednesday

(June 18). 
“We felt that it was important that Greg [Bird]

come straight back into the team,” Daley said via

the NSW Rugby League website.

“Very happy with how [second rowers] Beau

Scott and Ryan Hoffman played and they 

controlled that right edge and they do a good job

defensively for us so I really didn’t want to change

the edge too much.
“Gal [Gallen] moving up to the front row, not

sure he’ll be real happy with that but again our

ethos has been what is best for the team.”

Daley said the Blues build up would be centred

around their own squad and not the injury clouds

surrounding many of the Maroons’ stars such as

Greg Inglis, Billy Slater and Daly Cherry Evans.

“It’s always been about what we can do and the

best way for us is to concentrate about what we

can control,” Daley said.

“Queensland have picked a wonderful team

and there is some doubt on a couple of their play-

ers but I have no doubt they will all play. 

“It’s an origin game, it’s a battle, it’s a war of

attrition, for us we need to prepare even better

than what we did in game one because it will be

tougher.
“The challenge for us ... we’ve been in this sit-

uation before, we need to make sure we have

learned from the past and move forward.”

continued page 23
BACK IN BLUE:  Greg Bird is back in the

line-up for NSW.

The Hunter sisters

Film festival 

Courtyard markets

LEADING THE WAY
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Schools left in dark
MANY STILL WAITING FOR FLASHING LIGHTS TO BE INSTALLED

Julie Cross

ONLY two schools on the
northern beaches have had
flashing lights installed to
warn motorists they are in
a 40km/h zone since the
Government announced
all schools needed them a
year ago.

The Manly Daily found

less than half of the schools
on the northern beaches had
flashing lights.

Our list shows 31 schools
on the peninsula have lights,
with 41 still waiting.

Despite the fact the major-
ity of schools were still wait-

ing for the lights, they were
installed at only two in the
past 12 months, Alexander
Primary School in Duffys
Forest and Cromer Public
School.

In the past 10 years,
13 children have died on the

way to and from school in
NSW, according to Trans-
port for NSW. 

Pedestrian Council of
Australia chairman Harold
Scruby said flashing lights
were vital and he could not
understand why the instal-

lations were taking so long.
“It concerns us that these

lights are not being rolled
out quicker,” he said.

“But, flashing lights are
just the first step. They do
slow motorists down, but if
they are not coupled with

mobile speed cameras then
drivers will continue to
break the speed limit.”

David Ferguson, from the
NSW Teachers Federation,
also emphasised the need for
speedy installation of lights
and called for more safety
measures in school zonesmeasures in school zones.measures in school zonesmeasures in school zones

“It is vital that everyone,
��PAGE 5

including parents, is ex-
tremely careful while driv-
ing or parking in areas
around schools,” he said.

“We need more … Many
schools need improvements
to pick up and drop off areas,
too.”

David Hope, president of
the Northern Sydney Dis-
trict P&C, said flashing
lights were useful in alerting
motorists that children were
around.

“It’s a major safety issue,
particularly for schools on
main roads,” he said.

��PAGE 1

NORTHERN BEACHES

Safety issue is 
no flash in pan

A spokesman for the Min-
ister for Roads and Freight
said the NSW Government
was delivering safety meas-
ures to improve school zone
safety across the state, in-
cluding road safety infra-
structure, education and
enforcement.

“Schools will start to see
these new lights early in the
new financial year and con-
tractors will be rolling out
lights concurrently at mul-
tiple locations to ensure
they are all rolled out by De-
cember 2015,’’ he said.

For a list showing which
schools have the lights go to
manlydaily.com.au.
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