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Motorists still speeding in school zones 

 
 
The Auditor-General, Mr Peter Achterstraat, today revealed that NSW motorists were still ignoring speed 
limits in school zones. 
 

“Only two out of 12 school zones surveyed saw motorists slow down to the speed limit,” Mr 
Achterstraat explained. 
 
“There has been a marked reduction in casualties around schools over the past ten years 
for school aged pedestrians. It is estimated that there are only 60 school age casualties 
each year in school zones. But while this represents a reduction, it is still 60 casualties too 
many. When it comes to children, safety has to be put first,” Mr Achterstraat stated. 
 
“Motorists either don’t know that they are in a school zone or worse still they don’t care 
and they think it is okay to speed. Less than one per cent of school zones have speed 
cameras, so some motorists think they can thumb their noses at the speed limits.” 

 
These were some of the findings that were released today by the Audit Office of NSW in a report into 
Improving Road Safety: School Zones. The audit assesses whether school zone initiatives have made a 
difference to safety around schools. 
 
Mr Achterstraat presented three key solutions: 

 
“Firstly, the RTA has to increase the awareness of individual school zones to motorists. 
They need to ensure that motorists can see the school zone signs by trimming trees, 
getting rid of graffiti and moving some signs. Also accurate ‘official’ school zone locations 
should be available to GPS users. 
 
Secondly, all the 23 school zones with non-standard operating times should have flashing 
lights. 
 
And thirdly, the RTA should publicise the number of infringements in school zones.” 
 

Mr Achterstraat summarised the report by stating: 
 

“The future of our country and our society lies with our children. NSW motorists must 
understand the risk they pose to our children if they speed around schools. We need to 
ensure that motorists know when and where they should slow for school zones, but if that 
doesn’t work there is no alternative but to get tougher. Ninety-nine per cent of school 
zones don’t have speed cameras, and that’s why I have asked the RTA to tell the public 
what has happened to the mobile speed cameras that the Minister promised in 2006 would 
be rotated between school zones.” 

 
Further information 
 

A full copy of the report on Improving Road Safety – School Zones is on the Office’s website. 
 

Barry Underwood, Executive Officer, (02) 9275 7220. 
 



 

Additional material 
 

Exhibit 2: Speeds in school zones during operating hours 
  Mean speed (km/h) 
Sydney metropolitan schools School 1 46.7 
 School 2 46.3 
 School 3 43.6 
 School 4 45.9 
Regional schools School 5 47.8 
 School 6 47.1 
 School 7 46.1 
 School 8 47.9 
 School 9 46.4 
 School 10 40.4 
 School 11 40.0 
Rural school School 12 49.9 
Source: Improving Road Safety: School Zones, page 16 

 

Exhibit 3: Number of speeding infringements by school zone speed 
cameras continuously operating since 2007 
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Source: Improving Road Safety: School Zones, page 17 
 

Speeding infringements by fixed speed cameras in school zones: top 10 sites by number of fines in 2008-09 
Location of speed camera Total number of notices Value of fines ($) 

 
2007-08 2008-09 2007-08 2008-09 

Parramatta 2150 Great Western Highway Westbound 11,291 11,483 1,710,878 1,745,595 
Rosebery 2018 Botany Road Southbound 8,699 5,807 1,424,190 944,680 
Bateau Bay 2261 Central Coast Hwy Northbound 3,163 5,674 473,328 867,877 
Bankstown 2200 Hume Highway Westbound 18,150 5,455 2,955,702 867,905 
Ryde 2112 Victoria Road Eastbound 3,027 4,682 483,146 747,150 
Lindfield 2070 Pacific Highway Eastbound 8,799 4,172 1,455,666 660,582 
Narrabeen 2101 Pittwater Road Southbound 3,906 3,855 608,359 589,843 
Kogarah 2217 Princes Highway Southbound 5,118 3,773 840,510 608,078 
Randwick 2031 Avoca Street Southbound 7,453 3,724 1,107,046 553,662 
Narrabeen 2101 Pittwater Road Northbound 4,155 3,640 653,372 568,215 
Source: Improving Road Safety: School Zones, Appendix 1 
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